
 

Newport News Tourism Development Office 

Fountain Plaza Two  700 Town Center Drive  Suite 320  Newport News, VA 23606 

757-926-1400  Toll Free 888-493-7386  Fax 757-926-1441  www.newport-news.org 

 

2016 Virgo Award Presented to Newport News Tourism 
Development Office 

Newport News, VA, April 7, 2017 – The Newport News Tourism Development Office won a 
2016 Virgo Travel and Tourism Award, presented by the Virginia Association of Convention & 
Visitors Bureaus at its annual meeting, April 2-4, at the Omni Homestead Resort. 

Newport News Tourism won for submitting its “Art & Sculpture Tour” in the “Niche Tourism” 
category for a creative and successful tourism initiative that showcased the city’s promotion of 
the arts. The judges were impressed with the way the Newport News Tourism Office chose 
National Travel & Tourism Week as a vehicle to spotlight the Art & Sculpture Tour by: 

 Using it as the theme during their annual recognition luncheon for the tourism industry. 

 Showcasing it in a contest to promote tourism awareness, called Where in the World Can 
You Find These Sculptures in Newport News?  

 Providing free windshield washings for all visitors at the Newport News Visitor Center 
so they could get a “clearer view” of all the public art found in the city. 

 
The competition was judged by a panel of three out-of-state tourism professionals who made 
their determination based on the quality, economic efficiency and community impact of the 
submission 

The awards pay tribute to tourism organizations that have significantly contributed to the 
Commonwealth of Virginia's economy through tourism promotion and development.   

This year’s contest categories were designed to more accurately reflect the type of cutting edge 
promotional campaigns being waged state-wide, and the judges said their results were 
indicative of a very close competition, due to the high caliber of submissions.   

Other local winners of the 2016 VIRGO Awards included: 

•Advertising & Promotions: Smithfield & Isle of Wight, “Smithfield Rocks”  
•Advertising & Promotions: Visit Norfolk, “Dynamic. Distinct. Diverse. Campaign” 
•Visitor Center Manager of the Year: Barbara Gullickson of Norfolk 
 
For more information about the award, email Rebecca Cutchins, Media Relations Manager, 
Newport News Tourism Development Office, at rcutchins@nnva.gov.  
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